


“The Best Democracy Money
Can Buy” – the title of a book by

Greg Palast
We are closing the gap. The
forces of evil are being ex -
posed. This remarkable book
tells how democracies are be -
ing built up around the world
to secure the peasants. Greg
Palast’s book uncovers an -
other step. Who is Greg
Palast? You read in the last
issue of OZNEWS about him
broadcasting in Austin, Texas.
He gave a running commen-
tary of the mayhem, exposing
Enron and World.com, approx-
imately three months before
it appeared in the Murdoch
press. And he has all the evi-
dence anyone would need to
prove that the main American
companies, with few excep-
tions, are corrupt. As he said
in the radio interview, I’ve got
the documents. I’ve got all
the information. People are
coming to me – “New York is
ablaze”. Not long after you
read this in OZNEWS, the
stock market crashed. And
they couldn’t cover it up.

The world has run amok, and the

leading characters are running for

cover. As our reporter in New York says,

all the top CEO’s are heading for the

Mexican border with their loot rolled up

in their saddle bags. It’s common

knowledge in America that the media,

for obvious reasons are not reporting it

in detail. Part of the reason for that is

that the media are in it up to their

necks. And more important, the media

is having a very rough time because ad-

vertising volume has crashed all over

the world. We hear on the grapevine

that Gray Advertising and ?? have shut

shop. And the mighty George Paterson

has slid very considerably. The only one

that seems to be doing well is John Sin-

gleton. But look who his mates are:

Hawke, Keating, Wran, Turnbull - the

whole push, too numerous to be men-

tioned, other than to say a good part of

the ex-Treasury people, known as the

Mandarins. They have all made heaps

and heaps of money, being rewarded by

this madness that’s going on in

America.

Little Johnny Howard is running

around in all international circles in his

super jet. Australia still has a good repu-

tation. And he is now part of Bush’s

team, selling TBDMCB – meaning – The

Best Democracy Money Can Buy Team.

And it looks as if he’s been put in charge

of Asia. A wonderful bloke for the job,

because you’ve got to not know what

you’re doing, to do this job! We should

explain: We settled Timor as a democ-

racy and handled the whole shebang,

and paid for it too. Then it was New

Guinea, and now Fiji. And so it will go

on. It will slide into other areas further

west – Indonesia, for instance. So hold

on to your hats, Aussies! And don’t be

led into a mess by someone who’s been

sold a bill of goods. He will be going to

any loose community that has some-

thing to offer, to check out their demo-

cratic facilities and to put someone in

charge. This will be the way of the world

from here on. You’re not going to see

much of your Prime Minister – won’t

that be nice? And things will go on as

normal.

The Big Apple is rotten to the core.
These huge outfits had been playing fol-
low the leader. In the biggest of the

outfits, Enron and World.com people
were talking and telling each other how
they•d got away with millions of dollars.
The other top companies couldn•t re-
sist. It went like a landslide. And even
now, a month later, it•s liable to get a lot
worse. Every news source was calling
Greg Palast to get the latest. And we
hope he lives through this mayhem.

The Americans are very volatile peo-
ple. It•s hardly going to go here like it
has in America, but as they say, •we•ve

got to watch our arseŽ. HIH, Onetel, and
so on, are signs of the same thing hap-
pening and as we pointed out in our last
issue of OZNEWS of the Russian plun-
dering by Clinton and the banks, there
are some of the same names being
mentioned … the same companies, the
same people, and branch offices.

When this book revealed how de-
mocracy was being used to strengthen
the colonial control of a country, we
jumped into life. There•s no doubt that
what Greg Palast wrote is absolutely
right. But there was more to it than that.
We started to think about our politicians
and our political parties. We were in the
middle of writing our campaign for The
Great Australians and we wrote as
follows:

•Liberal and Labor MPs are only in
power because multinationals provide
massive amounts of money and media
support (they are foreign-controlled
parties). Clearly this is not democracy.
In return, multi-nationals pay no tax,
aided by our Treasury, who are working
against the interests of Australians.

We had the answer. If foreign corpo-
rations could come into a country and
not pay tax, and give a little bit of their
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ill-gotten gains to a particular party, or
parties, they were destroying the very
essence of our democracy.

But there had to be some individual
group coordinating it all, and that clearly
is the Treasury Department. Made all
powerful by their wheeling and dealing.
Tax is their lynch-pin. While the Treasury
continues to help multinationals avoid
tax we do not have a real democracy. If
this power were taken away from them,
they would be returned to the job that is
theirs by definition „ they are
book-keepers. The current reality is that
the multinationals tell the Treasury what
they want to happen, and the Treasury
surreptitiously moves in with a hidden
agenda, telling the Prime Minister what
to do.

After years of writing on the subject,
the penny dropped. These politicians
are not working for us … in fact, the Lib-
eral party and the Labor party are not
working for us. Why? Is the big ques-
tion. They all take the oath of allegiance
when they become Ministers, but they
got there by being elected, and in most
cases, the money to do this was sup-
plied by multi-nationals. They•re not
fools, so they realise that they have al-
legiance in another direction, to main-
tain their extremely generous

superannuation.
As the multinationals have gained

considerable power throughout the
world, particularly after World War II,
they are now running all democracies. It
should be understood that they now
have considerable control over the
United Nations, destroying the very
function of an organisation that may
have saved the world. They did this be-
cause they needed an apparently inde-
pendent source to carry out some of
their major functions. Two bogus or-
ganisations, the World Trade Organisa-
tion and the International Monetary
Fund also benefited. And so the United
Nations with feet on the ground in al-
most all places, could assist the WTO
and the IMF, and do their dirty work.

It should also be noted that multina-
tionals have far more power than any
government. Dupont appears to be
most involved, and it is they who have
taken a special interest in water … they
have on hand, readily available an al-
most instant supply of plastic contain-
ers. They can produce bottles using
their own chemicals and equipment al-
most anywhere in the world.

The interesting development, of
course, when you understand these
facts, is that these so-called

democracies are being used as storage
areas. For example, Timor is now a stor-
age area for massive oil deposits … to be
opened up when it suits the oil barons …
and they•re multinationals. You can see
how a world government is slowly rising
behind the future of every country.

Australia, a self-contained island
continent, is capable of resisting these
inroads. So Aussies should realise that
it is not the end of the world, but it•s
damned near so.

You can see how naïve our Prime
Minister is. And so too are his advisors
who are trying to offset his problems in
talking about his great deal in China.
This has been going on for years. And
we don•t know who the other sharehold-
ers are in that deal.

It•s all PR, as we used to call it … all
the Puffs … best described by Howard
holding up the football trophy, with his
inimitable grin from ear to ear … while
the real winners of the football trophy
stand with their arms by their sides!

And our Prime Minister is following
this US President around, doing exactly
as he is instructed. And so is his team of
spin doctors. Make you worry about
your country? Make you nervous? Of
course it does. They•d use us for shark
bait any time they felt like it.

Australians repeatedly ask “What is the IMF?” but the
information they get from our government is
deliberately misleading. The IMF, started originally as
an insurance company by Mr George Soros, is not
reponsible to any community. It was used by Soros to
create the disaster in Asia and it has nothing to do with
the US government. It makes its profit by relentlessly
cornering poor nations forcing them to pay huge
interest rates and Australia is stupid enough to pay the
IMF massive interest rates. Mr Costello and any
Treasurer is appointed to the board of the IMF, but has
no say.



Here is a classic example written by
Greg Palast of how people are being

destroyed by money, power and greed
(Start) “Jim Crow in
Cyberspace:
The Unreported Story of How
They Fixed the Vote in Florida
In the days following the pres -
idential election, there were
so many stories of Afri -
can-Americans erased from
voter rolls you might think
they were targeted by some
kind of racial computer pro-
gram. They were.

Silence of the Lambs:
American Journalism Hears No Evil,

Sees No Evil, Reports No Evil
Here•s how the president was

elected:
In the months leading up to the No-

vember balloting, Florida Governor Jeb
Bush and his Secretary of State Kather-
ine Harris ordered local elections super-
visors to purge 57,700 voters from
registries on grounds they were felons
not entitled to vote in Florida. As it turns
out, these voters weren•t felons, at
most a handful. However, the voters on
this •scrub listŽ were, notably, Afri-
can-American (about 54 per cent) and
most of the others wrongly barred from
voting were white and Hispanic
Democrats.

Weeks after the election, first re-
ports of this extraordinary news ran, as
they should, on page 1 of the country•s
leading paper. The country: Britain. In
the US, it ran on page 0 … the story was
not covered on the news pages. The
theft of the presidential race in Florida
was also given big television network
coverage. But again, it was on the
wrong continent: on BBC television, in
London.

Was this some off-the-wall story
that the British press misreported? The
chief lawyer for the US Civil Rights Com-
mission called it the first hard evidence
of a systematic attempt to disenfran-
chise Black voters; and the Commission

held dramatic hearings on the
evidence.

So why was this story investigated,
reported and broadcast in Europe, for
God•s sake?

I•d like to know the answer. That way
I could understand why a Southern Cali-
fornia ho•daddy with his wife and kid-
dies had to commute to London to tell
this and other stories about my country.
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How did 100,000 US journalists sent to
cover the election fail to get the vote
theft story and print it (preferably before
the election)?Ž (End)

•Greg Palast is investigative journal-
ism at its best. No one has exposed
more truth about the Bush cartel and
lived to tell the storyŽ. (Baltimore
Chronicle).

To quote from his book: •I•m from
Los Angeles. Actually, the scum-end of
LA, in the San Fernando Valley, raised
in a pastel house between the power
plant and the city garbage dump. It was
not as glamorous as abject poverty, but
not far above it. Half the kids in my
school were Mexican-American and,
brown or white, we were pretty much

tagged as America•s losers. You gradu-
ated, worked minimum wage at Bob•s
Big-Boy Burger on Van Nuys Boulevard,
got your girlfriend pregnant and, if Viet-
nam didn•t kill you, overtime at the
Chevy plant would.Ž

THE THREE AUSTRALIAN
SWINDLES

UNFAIR COMPETITION:Australians paid $161.7 billion.
Foreign enterprise paid $1.1 billion (Balance of Payments
and International Investment Position, Australian Bureau of
Statistics Cat. No. 5302.0 September 2000). Further,
multi-nationals pay •~little or no taxŽ (ATO Canberra - Syd-
ney Morning Herald 28th October 1996) - a clear case of
unfair competition - foreign competition to boot - illegal.

COLLUSION:One of many examples is the •tax reformŽ
(so-called) which went on for months and never once men-
tioned the most important issue: why foreign enterprise is
not paying tax. The only tax system mentioned was GST
which will not collect TNCs• taxes - illegal.

GOLD:In 1986 the Treasury stopped the ABS (Australian
Bureau of Statistics) publishing all market segments, but
did publish the total. This was the Treasury covering up the
huge amount of gold going out of Australia … a blatant cover
up.

Back up proof is available from AUSTAND. See letter on
page 17 for details and further proof.



Here’s the truth about the IMF, their
secret agenda

This extract from a chapter of
“The Best Democracy Money
Can Buy” by Greg Palast will il -
lustrate to you how shaky
things are in New York and will
give you an insight into the
unbelievable operation of the
IMF. It was the IMF under
George Soros that wrecked
Asia. We get many calls re -
garding the IMF – saying they
receive a standartd letter
from the governments refut -
ing any criticism of the IMF.

ƒ.
“Dr Bankenstein’s Monsters: The

World Bank, The IMF and the Aliens
Who Ate Ecuador

So call me a liar. I was standing in
front of the New York Hilton Hotel. It
was during the big G7 confab in 2000,
when the limousine carrying IMF direc-
tor Horst Kohler zoomed by, hit a bump
and out flew a report, •Ecuador Interim
Country Assistance StrategyŽ. It was
marked, •Confidential. Not for distribu-
tion.Ž You suspect that•s not how I got
this document, but you can trust me
that it contains the answer to a very
puzzling question.

Inside the Hilton, Professor Anthony
Giddens explained to an earnest crowd
of London School of Economics alumni
that •Globalisation is a fact, and it is
driven by the communications
revolution.Ž

Wow. That was an eye-opener. The
screeching green-haired freakers out-
side the hotel demonstrating against
the IMF had it all wrong. Globalisation,
Giddens seems to say, is all about giv-
ing every villager in the Andes a Nokia
Internet-enabled mobile phone. (The
man had obviously memorized his
Thomas Friedman). What puzzled me is
why anyone would protest against this
happy march into the globalised future.

So I thumbed through my purloined
IMF •Strategy for EcuadorŽ looking for a
chapter on connecting Ecuador•s

schools to the world wide web. Instead,
I found a secret schedule. Ecuador•s
government wasordered to raise the
price of cooking gas by 80 per cent by
November 1, 2000, it says. Also, the
government had to eliminate 26,000
jobs and cut real wages for the remain-
ing workers by 50 per cent in four steps
in a timetable specified by the IMF. By
July 2000, Ecuador had to transfer
ownership of its biggest water system to
foreign operators, then Ecuador would
grant British Petroleum•s ARCO unit
rights to build and own an oil pipeline
over the Andes.

That was for starters. In all, the
IMF•s 167 detailed loan conditions
looked less like an •Assistance PlanŽ
and more like a blueprint for a financial
coup d’etat.

The IMF would counter that it had no
choice. After all, Ecuador is flat busted,
thanks to the implosion of the nation•s
commercial banks. But how did Ecua-
dor, an OPEC member with resources to
spare, end up in such a pickle? For that,
we have to turn back to 1983, when the
IMF forced Ecuador•s government to
take over the soured private debts Ec-
uador•s elite owed to foreign banks. For
this bail-out of US and local financiers,
Ecuador•s government borrowed $1.5
billion.

For Ecuador to pay back this loan,
the IMF dictated price hikes in

electricity and other necessities. And
when that didn•t drain off enough cash,
yet another •Assistance PlanŽ required
the state to eliminate 120,000
workers.

Furthermore, while trying to play
down the mountain of IMF obligations,
Ecuador foolishly •liberalisedŽ its tiny fi-
nancial market, cutting local banks
loose from government controls and let-
ting private debt and interest rates ex-
plode. Who pushed Ecuador into this
nutty romp with free market banking?
Hint: the initials are I … M … F …which
made liberalisation of the nation•s
banking sector a condition of another
berserker Assistance Plan. The facts of
this nasty little history come from yet
another internal IMF report that flew my
way marked •Please do not citeŽ. Pre-
tend I didn•t.

The IMF and its sidekick, the World
Bank, have lent a sticky helping hand to
scores of nations. Take Tanzania. To-
day, in that African state, 1.3 million
people are getting ready to die of AIDS.
The IMF and World Bank have come to
the rescue with a brilliant neoliberal so-
lution: require Tanzania to charge for
hospital appointments, previously free.
Since the Bank imposed this require-
ment, the number of patients treated in
Dar Es Salaam•s three big public hospi-
tals has dropped by 53 per cent. The
Bank•s cure must be working.

The IMF/World Bank also ordered
Tanzania to charge fees for school at-
tendance, then expressed surprise that
school enrolment dropped from 80 per
cent to 66 per cent.

Altogether the Bank and IMF had
157 helpful suggestions for Tanzania. In
April 2000, the Tanzanian government
secretly agreed to adopt them all. It was
sign or starve. No developing nation can
borrow hard currency without IMF bless-
ing (except China, whose output grows
at 5 per cent per year by studiously fol-
lowing the reverse of IMF policies).

The IMF and World Bank have effec-
tively controlled Tanzania•s economy
since 1985. Admittedly, when they took
charge they found a socialist nation
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mired in poverty, disease and debt.
Their neoliberal experts wasted no time
in cutting trade barriers, limiting govern-
ment subsidies and selling off state in-
dustries. The Bank•s shadow governors
worked wonders. According to
Bank-watcher Nancy Alexander of
Globalisation Challenge Initiative
(Washington), in just 15 years, Tanza-
nia•s GDP dropped from $309 to $210
per capita, literacy fell and the rate of
abject poverty jumped to 51 per cent of
the population.

Yet, despite this neoliberal effort,
the World Bank failed to win the hearts
and minds of Tanzanians for its free
market game plan. In June 2000, the
Bank reported in frustration, •One leg-
acy of socialism is that most people
continue to believe the State has a fun-
damental role in promoting develop-
ment and providing social services.Ž

It wasn•t always thus. The World
Bank and IMF were born in 1944 with
simple mandates … to fund post-war re-
construction and development projects
(the World Bank) and lend hard cur-
rency to nations with temporary bal-
ance-of-payments deficits (the IMF).

Then, beginning in 1980, the Banks
seem to take on an alien form. In the
early 1980•s, Third World nations,
haemorrhaging after the five-fold in-
creases in oil prices and a like jump in
dollar interest payments, brought their
begging bowls to the IMF and World
Bank. But instead of debt relief, they re-
ceived Structural Assistance Plans list-
ing an average of 114 •conditionalitiesŽ
in return for capital. While the particu-
lars varied from nation to nation, in ev-
ery case the roll-over of debts dangled
from edicts to remove trade barriers,
sell national assets to foreign investors,
slash social spending and make labor
•flexibleŽ (read, •crush your unionsŽ).

Some say the radical and vicious
change in the Banks in 1980 resulted
from Ronald Reagan•s election that
year as president, the quickening of Mrs
Thatcher•s powers and the beginning of
the •neoliberalŽ (free market) ascen-
dancy in policy. (My own information is
that the IMF and World Bank were taken
over by a space alien named Larry. It•s
obvious that •LarryŽ Summers, once
World Bank chief economist, later US
Treasury Secretary, is in reality a pla-
toon of extraterrestrials sent here to
turn much of the human race into a

source of cheap protein.)
So what have the aliens accom-

plished with their structural assistance
free market prescriptions? Samuel
Brittan, Financial Times columnist and
globalisation knight errant, declares
that new world capital markets and free
trade have •brought about an unprece-
dented increase in world living stan-
dardsŽ. Brittan cites the huge growth in
GDP per capita, life expectancy and lit-
eracy in the less developed world from
1950 to 1995.

Now hold on a minute. Until 1980,
virtually every nation in his Third World
survey was either socialist or welfare
statist. They were developing on the
•Import Substitution ModelŽ by which
locally-owned industry built through
government investment and high tariffs,
anathema to the neoliberals. In those
dark ages of increasing national govern-
ment control (1960-80) and new wel-
fare schemes, per capita income grew
73 per cent in Latin America and 34 per
cent in Africa. By comparison, since
1980, under the Reagan/Thatcher
model Latin American growth has come
to a virtual halt, growing by less than 6
per cent over 20 years, and African in-
comes havedeclined by 23 per cent .

Now let•s count the corpses. From
1950 to 1980, socialist and statist wel-
fare policies added more than a decade
of life expectancy to virtually every na-
tion on the planet. From 1980 to today,
life under structural assistance has got
brutish and shorter. Since 1985, in 15

African nations the total number of illit-
erate people has risen and life
expectancy fallen - which Brittan attrib-
utes to •bad luck, [not] the international
economic systemŽ. In the former Soviet
states, where IMF and World Bank
shock plans hold sway, life expectancy
has fallen off a cliff … adding 1.4 million
a year to the death rate in Russia alone.
Tough luck, Russia!

Book watch
The Best Democracy Money Can

Buy written by Greg Palast and pub-
lished by Pluto Press, ISBN
0-7453-1846-0 is available now in
Australia. We got one of the first
books from Dymocks in Sydney (tele-
phone: 02 9235 0155)

And to the many readers who
have written asking about Ann Wil-
liamson•sContagion, which was cov-
ered in our last issue, it is still not
available, and as we said in this arti-
cle, it probably never will be, for it
itemises the scoundrels in Russia,
America and mentions some of them
in Australia. An email which we
picked up has been floating around
the world, so most people know
something of the mayhem. It•s be-
ginning to look as if America particu-
larly should be rolled up and
re-designed. Good luck to you, Mr
Howard. Don•t think that we Austra-
lians are going to be led by this push.

Transport
Transport Minister, Mr Anderson, who gets away with smooth talk on many

occasions, is about to be caught up with. It•s a pity a young man like him, given
the opportunity of lifting the standard of transportation throughout Australia, has
done nothing.

We lost a long-established airline and it should never have happened. Aus-
tralia did not know the correct details of what the arrangement was with New
Zealand and for CASA grounding all their major aircraft just before Easter, was
typical of what Anderson was tolerating on our behalf. And the problems are not
over yet. Qantas is pulling every dirty trick in the book to try and keep Virgin out
of the picture and doing nothing to re-establish their position in real terms. Be-
fore Anderson•s involvement, British Airways took a major interest in Qantas and
the outgoing chairman, Sir Jim Leslie was very angry over the advantages given
to a foreign airline when it was not justified. Clearly, important transport such as
an airline must be partly owned or have some responsibility to the government.
This should always be envisaged.

Meanwhile, while all this has been going on, an enterprising Australian has
quietly moved in to rectify the railways of Australia - Mr Chris Corrigan, known for
his drive and negotiating abilities on the wharves with the Maritime Unions.
There is an opportunity here to achieve a great deal.



Follow the leader, but be careful of the
spurs on his boots

It’s very hard to follow what
the Americans are up to. The
Bush Administration is the
central control of America
(with their recent reactionary
behaviour – the people must
be wondering what bombshell
Bush will drop next to destabi -
lise the world – and where).
Insanity. After September 11
he was announcing to the
world that he was going to get
Bin Laden, dead or alive. And
the whole might of America
seemed to then be concen-
trated on this task. As the
weeks went by, Bin Laden did-
n’t turn up. The answer then
seemed to be to bomb the
daylights out of Afghanistan,
and into bordering countries.
When a task like this was to
be handled by the Brits with
their stiff upper lips, they
would have sent paratroops
to the most likely area and
gone about the business of
finding him, there would be
very little said about the sub -
ject until they found him. This
is the difference between the
American way of operating,
and the Brits.

Some USAF bombers flying direct
from the States caused confusion and
misery with their small scatter bombs
coloured yellow (that spread danger to
people for generations and made vast
areas of the countryside unusable) and
the United Nations yellow food parcels
being dropped to aid the villagers. This
finally finished up with huge bombs …
some that went underground before ex-
ploding, to get into the caves where Bin
Laden was likely to be hiding … the world
watched this activity in horror.

Not a week went past without Bush
making some other profound

statement, sitting at the head of the ta-
ble with his advisors sitting bolt upright,
not knowing what he was going to say
next … seemingly because there was no
plan. He then told the world that Amer-
ica was going to use mobile atomic
bombs that could be used in the field.
Followed by the fact that he was going
to attack China, Iran, Iraq, North Korea
and Syria. Immediately he produced the
•axis of evilŽ. Not long after this, he took
it into his head to fly to these countries
and say hello to them! What have we
here? None of us are terribly sure, but it
is not stable leadership.

Probably one of the most remark-
able parts of this whole exercise, was
that after September 11, he created
•terroristsŽ … it was the word for the day.
It was like a mad advertising plan. He
tried to tell us that suddenly, terrorists
had sprung up everywhere in the world.
Worse than this, he rang up all his
mates and said you must join us in this
war against terrorism. Just common
sense made it clear that the terrorists
didn•t suddenly appear … they were
there all the time.

Clinton may have destroyed the
hearts and souls of many, and made a
real arse of America. Perhaps Bush
thought he had to upstage Clinton, and
he has. What do we do about all this?
John Pilger, the great Australian thinker
and writer, said the drug centres of the

world are in California and there are
more traders there than you could wave
a stick at.

It was a great big PR campaign to
get the world behind him, chasing
terrorists down every street - every
alleyway, and over every cobble-
stone, to take the world’s mind away
from problems in the US .

Israel, of course, will continue to go
on and on and on. They are surrounded
by more Arabs than they•ll ever be able
to shoot. And they have no shortage of
arms supplied by America … free of
charge. And America is desperately try-
ing to stop it. What a contradiction … the
Bush Administration continues with this
farce to keep the financial power bro-
kers happy.
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Treasury loss of $6

billion seems to have

gone into limbo
We poor Australians can•t afford

to lose this amount of money without
tracking down who was responsible
and seeing that it is recovered.
We•ve selected one of our watch-
dogs, Bill McCarthy, to follow it up,
and keep following it up, until we get
some idea of who is to blame and
whether it can be recovered.



OZNEWS Thitd Quarter September 2002 www.thegreataustralians.com Page 9

Our communications are vital, the
most important part of our defence

and built by Aussies to stand up and
we don’t want some twit who knows

‘nothing about nothing’ selling it
The first thing an army goes
for in the invasion of any
country is communications.
Once they have the communi -
cations, they have control.
It’s those circumstances that
make it essential, regardless
of money, that we hold on to
our communications. Instead
of the government giving
other nations handouts to
endless requests from dubi-
ous people, they should allo-
cate the money to avoid
selling Telstra.

You can see the reason the Ameri-
cans want our communications: It•s that
important. Ziggy Switkowski•s predeces-
sor ran the operation extremely well, in a
disciplined manner. So did his predeces-
sor, Bob Brack. Both of these Chairmen
avoided the fairies that flew into
Switkowski•s world, the Chisholms and
members of the Productivity Commis-
sion. There were plenty of people in the
wings who could have done the job
within the company, but Switkowski got
washed up on the rocks by swamps of
PR and in the early days, there was
plenty of money to do anything that was
required. Unfortunately, with the expert
advice that he gathered around him, he
lost a bundle. Buying things that were
not worth the paper they were written
on. Taxation schemes and then, in the
midst of it all, trying to cut down costs
when it was too late.

Over and over again, year by year,
Telecom was managed in such a way
that it couldn•t possibly lose money, and
certainly it could make a huge amount of
money. It was no glamour industry. In
the good old days, it was just hard work

and slogging. But even in the early part
of Bob Brack•s role as Chairman, we
found cracks sneaking into the armour.

Most of you will recall that the
phone book, particularly in Sydney and
Melbourne, was handled by O•Brien•s, a
commercial enterprise, who were doing
a thorough job, and the best part of it
was that the money they made stayed
in our country. Until some slick sales-
man suggested new methods that
could save them a fortune. There was
no doubt truth in this, but all of it could
have been done by Australians.
High-tech business has never been be-
yond the capability of Australians. It•s
just that when you get people on your
Board who think the only people who
can solve problems are outside Austra-
lia, you strike trouble. O•Brien•s lost the
control of the telephone book, which
was a very big income earner for
Telecom, billions of dollars. We tried,
when Brack was in charge, to change
this and make sure it was all done by
Australians in Australian companies.
We were too late.

Many such government authorities
and companies were invaded, making
use of the high tech story and slowly but
surely, overheads were built up and in-
come was rapidly decreased because of
such action. Service was uppermost in
Telstra•s mind always. But today, when
you•ve got a small service problem,
Telstra suggests you hire an electrician!
I couldn•t believe it when I heard this
was common. We know that the Telstra
people know what•s going on, but they
obviously can•t do anything about it. To
make a birdie of the situation, the use-
less Minister for Communications, Rich-
ard Alston, suggested probably with the
help of the great Productivity Commis-
sion, to create opposition to Telstra
would smarten them up. This, of

course, has done nothing of the sort.
It•s just made it harder for Telstra,
harder for the public and confusing for
everyone. Particularly with other small
operators gnawing away at the facilities.
This, of course, extends into other com-
munications handled by Telstra, other
than the copper circuit, mobile phones,
accessories, and so on.

If Telstra had been managed properly
after Mr ?? resigned, there would have
been no interference by someone like
Alston, with no qualifications, no
know-how in the business, and in his de-
fence, been told to sell it, by his Prime
Minister. If the Prime Minister gets his
way, it will be sold. And it will be more
than a nail in our coffin. It will be the end
of our once reliable communications.

This drama could have been
avoided. It should all have been
smoothly handled by Telstra as the gov-
ernment-owned company in charge of
communications. The handing out of
the division of radio frequencies, digital
frequencies, and many other compli-
cated changes … all should have been
carefully studied and planned in ad-
vance instead of rushing around like
chooks with their heads off. The One-Tel
disaster was the result of this very situa-
tion. We can only superficially go over
this section, but there•s hope still for us
to get out of our problems if we stick by
our communications and realise that
Telstra is a great big slot machine that
earns a helluva lot of money. The tele-
phone is a necessity, and the work put
in years ago on the circuitry should
stand us in good stead. But once again,
the Treasury, pecking away at Telstra,
knowing that foreigners wanted it,
would be told by the Prime Minister …
you•d better do what they say … mean-
ing, back the foreigners. It may not all
be Alston•s fault.



The following article was extracted
from news.com.au:

America Tells Us to Privatise Telstra
Kate Mackenzie, 4 April

2002-08-27

The United States Government says

Telstra should be fully privatised in or-

der to ensure it cooperates with

competitors.

The United States Trade Represen-

tative (USTR) publishes a report on tele-

communications trade agreements

every year, based on comments from

US industry members.

“The USTR has received complaints

that Australia’s telecoms regulator has

not acted impartially towards competi-

tors to Telstra – Australia’s 50.1 per

cent government-owned telecom oper-

ator,” the report says.

“USTR will monitor such develop-

ments closely and will continue to urge

Australia to fully divest its shares of

Telstra”.”
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GATS - great attempt to nobble
the world

No-one should attempt to provide further detail. Many
Australians have written at length on this subject. But it is
quite simply a grab by the Americans representing world
government … whoever those spooks are. Like most things,
it comes from the marketing and advertising industries …
when you can see the opportunity to profitably deal direct
with your customers, you feel more secure. So do they, in
many ways. Because generally, these sorts of operations
carry a well-known brand and acceptance.

The disadvantage, of course, is that it will destroy exist-
ing businesses in Australia … service industries that have
been built up year by year, by small families and groups of
people, and interfere with the effectiveness of essential ser-
vices. Gone will be the bedside manner in hospitals, which
is essential in that industry, as it is in many other opera-
tions. The immediate and more dangerous effect is the in-
sistence on lowest price … seemingly without any
consideration for quality. For it is hard to convey quality,
meaning that you may have to put up with the service of a
foreign entity if they come in with a lower price.

Now let•s look at this from a legal point of view:
Following is an article which was emailed to us. We

thank Graham Strachan for his permission to re-publish his
work.

GATS: GLOBALISATION STAGE THREE
By Graham Strachan
According to an AAP report –Australia appeals to trad-

ing nations¹ [2 July 2002], Australia has lodged with the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) its initial requests under
the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), for-
mally asking 33 nations to •open their doors to freer trade in
services• globospeak for •offer up their service sectors for
global corporate takeover•.

Since there is no world government yet (and never will
be it•s all a conspiracy theory) such •formal requests• are
required to open negotiations in institutions of global gover-
nance such as the WTO; and what better country to get the
ball rolling than the one renowned internationally for its
global grovellers Australia, the anti-terrorist state. Accord-
ing to Trade Minister Mark Vaile, •breaking down market-ac-
cess barriers and discriminatory practices in international
services trade will lead to the creation of more jobs in
Australia•s flourishing service sector both at home and
abroadŽ.

There exposed is the basic lie - that in a country where
over 90% of big business is foreign owned, there are all
these Australian-owned service companies simply busting
to compete with TNCs in the global market-place for con-
tracts in other countries. By enabling them to do that, this
agreement will be of benefit to •Australia•, whatever that
term has come to mean. What will happen in fact is this:

Australia will remove barriers to the foreign penetration
of its services sector, using the mantra that this will result in
•greater competition• and therefore cheaper and better ser-
vices; global TNCs will come in and •compete• with local
companies for the provision of services to Australians; the
federal government will continue to tax the local companies
but not the TNCs, whose interests it directly serves.

The TNCs will either take over the local companies or
drive them out of business, leaving no local companies to
benefit from the Agreement, here or overseas; even if there
are, concessions sought on their behalf by the government
in the major participating countries will be met with protec-
tionist barriers; •free trade• is for the second and third world
players, not the majors.

Instead of job creation, there will be widespread layoffs
as greater –consolidation¹ (takoever) and downsizing oc-
cur throughout the sector; any significant job creation will be
in cheap labour countries, not Australia, until it too be-
comes a cheap labour country. instead of increased compe-
tition, the result will be oligopoly then monopoly; services
will be shoddy, more expensive, and propped up by tax-
payer-funded corporate welfare; the idea that the govern-
ment will •demand standards• is nonsense it is scared
witless of the multinationals, and too preoccupied with rid-
ding its citizens of their legal rights.

In the meantime, the Australian services sector, like ev-
ery other sector, will have been taken over by global TNCs;
globalisation stage three will have been accomplished. This
Agreement is not about greater competition, better and
cheaper services or job creation. This is about global eco-
nomic takeover and consolidation and Mr. Vaile knows it.
He cannot not know it. It has been going on since 1983 and
Hawke. All the evidence is in and it is irrefutable. Each time
another sector of the economy is offered up for global take-
over the same old lies are trotted out by the same old media
apologists. The marvel is that the Australian people still
seem to believe them.
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Dream-Time Treasurer:
Let us imagine a wise and
kind Treasurer had done
something different over the
period since the Howard Gov -
ernment arrived. Let us sup -
pose that he allowed exactly
the same Money-Supply in -
crease of $100 million a day.
Let us imagine a Treasurer
with the courage to tell the
existing money-creators that
new money no longer be -
longed to them, but to the
Australian people. And, fi -
nally, let us suppose he in -
jected the $100 million a day
into cost-cutting instead of
cost increases.

He would have a lot of options: he
could abolish Payroll Tax, Sales Tax and
the GST. He could set up an Emergency
Fund and Fodder Banks to save
drought-threatened farmers. He could
wipe the debts of Australia•s public hos-
pitals, thus getting them up and running
again. He could make sure Australia•s
hard-pressed Defence Forces had
enough bullets to practice before battle
(for defending Australia, not attacking
other countries).

He could abolish taxes on fuel. If
necessary, he could extend perma-
nently and enlarge the First Home
Owners• Grant. He could offer every
Australian a wage-increase (whether he
or she was employed or not) in the form
of a debt-free bonus on true production,
or in the form of a dividend.

He could bring back the comfort-
ably-off one-income family; and would
find, to his surprise, that the current di-
sastrous Australian birth-rate would
start to rise again. Small, Austra-
lian-owned farms and manufacturing
industries would re-emerge. Our import
bill would drop, our Current Account
Deficit would disappear and our Foreign
Debt begin to plunge downwards.

There would be less crime and sui-
cides. As hope among young people
was re-kindled, the drug crisis would
diminish.

And all without creating any more
money than at present. But the crazy
escalation of debt, producing funding

crises across the nation, would subside
year by year.

He could change his loyalty from the
Debt-driven, globalist world of bankers
to the people he is destined to serve -
the Australian people. And he could re-
gain his own self-respect.

All these possibilities, for the mo-
ment, seem impossible. But nor-
mally-complacent people are apt to
learn very quickly when struck by crisis.

The learning-curve of ordinary Aus-
tralians has already begun.

Jeremy Lee © On Target

High Court challenge
Justices McHugh, Kirby and Callinan were asked to grant leave to appeal the

decision of Justice Gaudron that refused a trial by jury.
The requirement for leave of the court to appeal a court decisions is open to

abuse as it can be used to exclude issues coming before the court for determi-
nation. In a leave application the court decision is simply •Leave ApprovedŽ or
•Leave Refused, as it was on Tuesday 20 August. This procedure provides a
method where the Court is not required to decide the issues, even after hearing
the case. All the court is required to do is refuse leave and a decision by the High
Court on the issues is avoided totally as leave decisions can not be appealed.

Such a system supports Star Chamber injustice like that abolished in 1641
A Sydney man, not a lawyer, found himself before the three judge bench

listed above in a leave application dealing with one of our fundamental rights,
trial by jury.

He told the court at the beginning of the hearing that the allotted time of
twenty minutes was insufficient in which to put his oral submissions. The court
said that this time limit was required to contain oral submissions in order to not
waste the court•s time.

It turns out that the process of oral submissions is not in fact submissions
but oral argument, where the court continually interrupts the submissions forc-
ing to submitter to argue with the bench about issues selected by the bench
from the oral submissions.

The process is not what people expect. People expect one side puts its case
and the other side, in this case the Commonwealth, put their opposition case
and then the bench decides the case on the submissions put forward.

In this case at the end of approximately 20 minutes the applicant made an
application for an extension of time by ten minutes. This was denied, leaving the
applicant with only half of his oral submissions before the court, when the bench
proceeded to tell the Commonwealth•s legal team that they did not require to
hear from them because the court had already made up its mind. Then without
reference to either of the other two judges, Justice McHugh the head judge pro-
ceed to give judgment, which was leave refused, with costs.

By this process the High Court put another nail in the coffin of trial by jury.
The Sydney Man was Joe Bryant a long time campaigner against oppressive
government.

This Star Chamber could have only have arrived at its decision prior to the
hearing before any oral submissions were heard. There can be no other answer.
Witness to the above facts was a gallery-full, overflowing into the corridor of the
court building.

For further information: Joe Bryant, PH: 02- 9826-1337. FAX:
02-9826-1670


